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580 Columbus Avenue 
Benton Harbor, MI  49022 

 
Dear Parents, 
 

As we begin another academic year, I want to share with you a new initiative at SS. John and 
Bernard to support you in your role as the primary educators of your children in the Faith.  
 

The new initiative is called Catholic Community Dining. Our plan is to provide you with a 
quality meal and an opportunity for fellowship and growth in friendship with other 
parishioners. During this time, I will provide some teaching for all ages on our Catholic Faith.  
 

We will meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday evenings of the month during the academic 
year, starting on Wednesday, September 1, 2021 at the St. Bernard Parish Center.  
 

Our schedule is as follows: 
• 6:30-7:15 meal 
• 7:15-7:45 teaching 
• 7:45-8:00 children’s memorization work and prizes 

 

Our hope is that a conversation begins at the parish and continues around the dinner table at 
home! No one will have a greater influence on the faith life of your children and its 
permanence into their adult life than you. We are here to encourage and support you in that 
role. 
 

If you plan to attend our first Catholic Community Dining event on September 1st, please let 
us know as soon as possible (using the form on the parish website or by contacting the 
office) so we can be sure to have enough food for everyone. 
 

Additional Note for Sacramental Preparation 
 

Besides drawing our parish family together, Catholic Community Dining is also intended to 
meet the requirements for religious education for your children. For our young people 
preparing for First Communion and Confirmation, there will be some additional formation for 
those special sacraments.  
 

Please remember that the diocese asks for two years of preparation for First Communion and 
Confirmation. Although we are encouraging you to strongly consider participating in this new 
initiative, if you feel it is best for your family to continue with the online model we used last 
year, that is an option as well. To register or for more information, please contact Wendy 
Maychszak at the SSJB parish office. 
 

May Sts. Louis and Zélie Martin, the parents of St. Therese, pray for us as we strive to 
become holy families, pleasing to our Lord in all that we do!  
 

All for JMJ, 


